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Fred C. Kelly : The Wright Brothers: A Biography (Dover Transportation)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wright Brothers: A Biography (Dover Transportation): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Like a visit with a friendBy Sue TiffanyThis story of two curious 
and amazing boys is just right. There's enough detail to feel we know them and plain enough to be read by young teens 

as well as adults. The boys were fascinated by anything that "worked" and often saw a chance to make an 
improvement, always curious about how it worked and how it could work better.This is not a studious biography with 
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footnotes and scientific language, it's a visit with a friend of the Wright family and lets us feel that we also watched 
them grow and discover.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. must read for all Wright fansBy 

Moliere3This is one of those books that anyone interested in the Wright Bros. must read. Kelly was a friend of 
Orville's and had direct info to work from. Easy to read. Book arrived quickly and in excellent condition. Would 

recommend this purchase from this group again.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ok if you're not 
very demandingBy cooperplaceNo depth of description of the characters. It completely glosses over the extent to 

which aviation development was held back, as many have claimed, by the Wright bros.

In this fascinating, highly readable biography, Fred C. Kelly, a former newspaperman, author, and an old friend of the 
Wrights, tells the story of the two brilliant, dedicated, flight-obsessed bicycle mechanics from Ohio who first realized 
mankind's age-old dream of conquering the skies. Long considered the definitive Wright biography (the manuscript 

was read and approved by Orville Wright), this book recounts the Wrights' small-town boyhood, their early interest in 
all things mechanical, the establishment of the Wright Cycle Shop, and the complete behind-the-scenes story of how 
they designed, built, tested, and flew (December 1903) the first "Flyer."Enhanced with sixteen rare photographs, Mr. 

Kelly's engaging account avoids minute technical description, yet describes simply and clearly the technological 
innovations that enabled the two brothers to succeed where so many others had failed. Anyone interested in the 

mechanics of flight or early aviation will find this volume a splendid introduction to the Wright brothers and their 
epochal achievement.


